
Stage 3 History overview 

By the end of Stage 3, students describe and explain the significance of people, groups, places and events to the development of 

the Australian colonies and then Australia as a nation. They describe and explain different experiences of people living in the 

Australian colonies and then in Australia as a nation. Students identify change and continuity and describe the causes and effects 

of change in Australian society. Students explore the factors that led to Federation and trace experiences of democracy and 

citizenship over time, including the struggles of various groups for rights and freedoms including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples. Students engage with global connections through stories of various migrant groups and their contribution to Australia's 

economic and social development. 

Students sequence events and people in chronological order, and represent time by creating timelines. When researching, 

students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They locate, identify and use a range of sources to record relevant 

historical information to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to identify and describe points of view. Students develop 

texts, particularly narratives and descriptions. In developing these texts, and organising and presenting their information, they use 

historical terms and concepts and incorporate relevant sources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Australian Colonies- Even years 
This topic provides a study of colonial 

Australia in the 1800s. Students look at the 

founding of British colonies and the 

development of a colony. They learn about 

what life was like for different groups in the 

colonial period. They examine significant 

events and people, political and economic 

developments, social structures and 

settlement patterns. 

 

Australia as a Nation- Odd years 
This topic moves from colonial Australia to the 

development of Australia as a nation, particularly after 

1901. Students explore the factors that led to Federation 

and experiences of democracy and citizenship over 

time. Students understand the significance of Australia's 

British heritage, the Westminster system and other 

models that influenced the development of Australia's 

system of government. Students learn about the way of 

life of people who migrated to Australia and their 

contributions to Australia's economic and social 

development. 


